
1 
 

WINTER 2014 – Thursday Course Series 
 

HEALTH REFORM AT THE CROSSROADS: HOW WE GOT TO THE ACA AND 
WHERE WE GO FROM HERE 

 
Date: Thursday, March 6, 2014, 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm 
 
Topic:  
IMPACT OF THE ACA ON HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS 
 
Speakers: 
John Stobo, MD, Senior Vice President for Health Sciences and Services, 
University of California Office of the President 
John D. Stobo, MD, is senior vice president for health sciences and services for 
University of California. He is responsible for systemwide coordination and 
communication among UC’s sixteen health sciences schools and five medical centers 
(collectively referred to as UC Health). He coordinates policy development and develops 
mechanisms for monitoring quality and performance. He also oversees strategic planning 
and advocacy efforts as well as the development of systemwide initiatives for UC Health. 
Dr. Stobo has more than forty years of leadership experience in the clinical and academic 
health science fields, including service at Johns Hopkins University, UCSF, and the 
University of Texas Medical Branch.  He is a member of the Institute of Medicine, and 
serves on the Governing Council of the American Hospital Association as well as the 
board of directors of the California Healthcare Institute. 
 
Mark R. Laret, Chief Executive Officer, UCSF Medical Center 
Mark R. Laret has been chief executive officer of UCSF Medical Center, including UCSF 
Benioff Children's Hospital, since April 2000. Laret is a 30-year veteran of health care 
management and a national leader in health care initiatives and reform. He is a former 
chair of the Association of American Medical Colleges and the national Council of 
Teaching Hospitals and has been a member of the board of directors of the University 
HealthSystem Consortium and the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical 
Education. Prior to joining UCSF, Laret served at UCLA Medical Center from 1980 to 
1995 in a variety of leadership positions, including medical center deputy director and 
chief executive officer of the 900-physician UCLA Medical Group. From 1995 to 2000, 
he was CEO of UC Irvine Medical Center. On the local and state level, Laret is the 
current chair of the board of trustees of the California Hospital Association and is a 
former chair of the Hospital Council of Northern and Central California. He co-chairs the 
San Francisco African American Health Disparity Project, working to improve the health 
status of African Americans and their access to care. Laret's volunteer service includes 
membership on the board of the international charity Mercy Ships, which delivers 
medical care on hospital ships to indigent communities in Africa. He chaired corporate 
fundraising drives in San Francisco for the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation and 
American Heart Association. He is a member of the board of directors of Varian Medical 
Systems Inc. in Palo Alto and Nuance Communications in Boston, Mass. Laret earned a 
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bachelor's degree at UCLA and a master's degree at the University of Southern 
California, both in political science. 
 
Kevin Grumbach, MD, Chair, Department of Family and Community Medicine, 
UCSF 
Kevin Grumbach, MD is Professor and Chair of the Department of Family and 
Community Medicine at the University of California, San Francisco. He is the Co-
Director of the UCSF Center for Excellence in Primary Care, and Co-Director of the 
Community Engagement and Health Policy Program for the UCSF Clinical and 
Translational Science Institute. His research on topics such as primary care physician 
supply and access to care, innovations in the delivery of primary care, and racial and 
ethnic diversity in the health professions have been published in major medical journals 
cited widely in both health policy forums and the general media. With Tom 
Bodenheimer, he co-authored the best-selling textbook on health policy, Understanding 
Health Policy - A Clinical Approach, and the book, Improving Primary Care – Strategies 
and Tools for a Better Practice, published by McGraw Hill. He received a Generalist 
Physician Faculty Scholar award from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, the 
Health Resources and Services Administration Award for Health Workforce Research 
on Diversity, the Richard E. Cone Award for Excellence and Leadership in Cultivating 
Community Partnerships in Higher Education, the UCSF Chancellor’s Public Service 
Award, and is a member of the Institute of Medicine, National Academy of Sciences. Dr. 
Grumbach has served as a campaign surrogate and member of the health policy 
advisory committee for the Barack Obama presidential campaign, an advisor to 
President-Elect Obama’s health transition team, and an advisor to Congressional 
Committees and government agencies on primary care and health reform. He chairs the 
steering committee for the California Advanced Primary Care Institute.  
 
Murray Ross, PhD, Vice President and Director, Kaiser Permanente Institute for 
Health Policy 
Murray Ross is Vice President, Kaiser Foundation Health Plan, Inc. and leads the 
Kaiser Permanente Institute for Health Policy in Oakland, California. Kaiser Permanente 
is the nation’s largest private integrated health care delivery system, serving nine million 
people in eight states and the District of Columbia. The Institute seeks to leverage 
evidence and experience from Kaiser Permanente’s operations to shape public policy 
and private practice. The Institute supports research, expert roundtables, and 
conferences, all intended to increase understanding of policy issues and help identify 
solutions. Dr. Ross brings the valuable ability to absorb and synthesize complex health 
care issues and to explain the practical implications of market developments and public 
policies to health care decision makers. He speaks frequently to domestic and 
international audiences on a wide range of health care topics and serves on a number 
of advisory boards. His current work focuses on how American health care can make 
better use of new medical technology and how public policy can support better 
alignment of clinical and financial decision-making to improve the quality and 
affordability of health care. Before joining Kaiser Permanente in 2002, Dr. Ross was a 
policy advisor to the United States Congress. He served five years as the executive 
director of the Medicare Payment Advisory Commission, an influential nonpartisan 
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agency that makes recommendations on Medicare policy to the Congress. Previously, 
he spent nine years at the Congressional Budget Office, ultimately leading the group 
charged with assessing the budgetary impact of legislative proposals affecting Medicare 
and Medicaid. Dr. Ross earned his doctorate in economics from the University of 
Maryland, College Park, and completed his undergraduate work in economics at 
Arizona State University. 
 
Richard Slavin, MD, Chief Executive Officer, Palo Alto Medical Foundation 
Richard Slavin, M.D., is the chief executive officer of the Palo Alto Medical Foundation 
(PAMF).  He is also a member of the Sutter Health Senior Management Team.  Prior to 
his appointment in October 2010, Dr. Slavin had served as the president of the Camino 
Division of PAMF and CEO of the Camino Medical Group. Raised in San Francisco, Dr. 
Slavin attended the University of California at Berkeley, graduated from Washington 
University Medical School, and received his surgical training at Stanford Medical 
Center.  After spending two years in the United States Air Force, he joined the 
Sunnyvale Medical Clinic as a general, thoracic, and vascular surgeon.  He worked as a 
surgeon for 30 years at El Camino Hospital and was chief of the Surgical Department in 
the 1980’s. Dr. Slavin is a fellow of the American College of Surgeons, former president 
of the San Jose Surgical Society, and was for many years on the volunteer, clinical 
faculty at Stanford Medical School. Dr. Slavin was the chairman of the Board of 
Directors of the Sunnyvale Medical Clinic (the predecessor of the Camino Medical 
Group) overseeing its growth and expansion for two decades.  Between 1994 and 1997, 
he was the vice-chair of the Board of Directors of Camino Healthcare, a local, integrated 
delivery system.  Dr. Slavin has been on the Board of the Integrated Healthcare 
Association for 15 years and is also on the Board of the Markkula Center for Applied 
Ethics at Santa Clara University.  
 
Moderator: 
Garen Corbett, MS, Director, California Health Benefits Review Program, 
University of California Office of the President 
Garen Corbett has 18 years of health care business and policy experience, and is 
currently the Director of the California Health Benefits Review Program, at the Office of 
the President, University of California. Previously, he was Senior Research Associate at 
The Heller School for Social Policy and Management and served as Deputy Director of 
The Health Industry Forum, which worked on reimbursement and health technology 
issues with leading policymakers. His research work has focused on federal and state 
health policy efforts and value-based health purchasing initiatives. Earlier in his career, 
Garen provided strategic health care and management consultant services to Liberty 
Healthcare Group, a national medical and pharmacy supply company, and for The 
Segal Company, an international human resource and benefits consulting firm. In 
government, Garen was Assistant Director for Legislation and Policy at the 
Massachusetts Group Insurance Commission (GIC). At the GIC, Garen was responsible 
for managing large health benefits programs, policy and legislative activities, and 
research. Garen earned an M.S. in Public Affairs from The McCormack Graduate 
School at the University of Massachusetts and a B.A. in Sociology and American 
Studies with honors from Brandeis University.  


